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| par HAPS th! Salben e! in oh fullowing 


pages, are not yet ſufficiently faſhionable to N 8 
them general favour ;, a long babit of not thinking a thing 6 
wrong, gives it à ſuperficial appegrance of being right, 
in defence of cuſtom. 
But the tumult foon oY des. * ime males more cp 6 


and raiſes at firſt a formidable out! 


than * 3 4 


"1 


4 a long and violent abs of porver, is —— the 


means of calling the right of it in queſtion (and in matter: 
teo which might never have been thought of, bad not the _ 
Sufferers been aggravated into the en _ ) and as the' 
5 own right, 0 
Wuppert the Parliament in what he calls theirs, and 
2s the good People of this Country are grievouſly 
ppreſſed by the Combination, they bave an undoubted 
Privilege to enquire into the pretenſions of both, and, 


King of England bath undertaken in 


þ quelly 40 . 1 e % eat 


hp, 


che no part thereof. The wiſe, and the worthy, 


whoſe ſentiments are injudiciaus, or unftiendbyy will 


- 
* 


1 Ie the follewing as ade. hath Fuel 4 
avoided every thing which + is perſonal among o, 
etves. Compliments as well as cenſure to Individuals _ 


eed not the triumph of 4 Pampblet; and thoſe 


| Feaſe of themſelves unleſs 4% much Pins are Be. * 
Foued E their a 1 


. 
* < ry f 


— 


ro ν,,,§¶,te o . 


be ene of America is in 4 preat e the 
” iro of lf Mankind.” Many tircumtantes bath, and 
Will uriſe, which art not lochl, but® univerſal, 

» through which the Principles of all lovers of man- 
Lind are afjetied, and in the event of "which, their 


* + Affections are intereſted. The laying a Country deſolate 


daun Fire and Sewora, declaring I. af again the na- 
" tural rights of all mankind, and extirpating. the* 
' defenders thereof from the Face of the: Earth, is the 


- Concern of every Man to whom nature hath given te 
Power. of. 8 Weh 5 e 5.6 Lg - 
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government, as to leave little or no diftinionf 


between them; wh reas, they are not only diffe- 
rent, but have different origins. Society! 1s/produceds 
by our wants, and government by our wWickedheſs 


the former promotes our happineſs pg/tively, . by uni- 


ting our affections; the latter negativeh, by reſtraining 1 


our vices I he one encourages intercourſe, the? 
other creates diſtinctions. The Hirſt! 18 4 e che 
laſt a puniſher. Ne he , ns 2 
\ SFereTY in every fac is a bg but 8 : 
ment even in it's beſt ſtate is but à neceſſary evil gr. 
in it's worſt: ſtate an intolerable one: for when we 
ſuffer, or are expoſed co the ſame miſeries by 4 G 
verument, Which we might expect in a country withoub/ 
Government, our calamity is heightened by reflecimgt 
that we furniſh the means by which we ſuffer . 
Government, like dreſs, is the badge of loſt innocence z» 
the palaces of Kings are built on the ruins of the 
bowers of Paradiſe. For were the impulſes of con? - 
ſcience clear, uniform, and irreſiſtably obeyed, Man 
would need no other: lawgiver; but that not being FE 
the caſe, he finds/itineceffary to ſurrender up a part 
of his: 1 8 0 to: furniſh means for the protection of® 
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prudence which in every other caſe adviſes him, out 
pf two cvils to chooſe the leaſt. M berefote, ſecurity 
being the true defign and end of government, it un- 
anſwerably follows, that whatever form thereof ap- 
pears moſt likely to enſure it to us, with the leaſt 
"> expenccand greateſt benefit, is preferable to all others, 
II order to gain a clear and juſt idea of the deſign 
and end of government, let us ſuppoſe a ſmall number 
of perſons ſettled in ſome ſequeſtered part of the earth, 
unconnected with the reſt ; they will then repreſent 
the fürſt peopling of any country, or of the world. 
In this 5 of natural liberty, ſociety will be their 
firſt thought. A thouſand motives will excite them 
thereto ; the ſtrength of one man is fo unequal to his 
Wants, and his mind fo unfitted for perpetual folitude, 
that he is ſoon obliged to ſeek affiſtance and relief of 
= another, who in his turn requires the ſame. Four or 
five united would be able to raiſe a tolerable dwelling 
in the midſt of a wilderneſs, but one man might labour 
\ out the common period of life without accompliſhing 
any thing; whenche had felled his timber, he cenld 
not remove it, nor erect it after it was removed; 
hunger in the mean time would urge him from his 
work, and every different want call him a different 
way. Diſeaſe, nay even mis fortune, would be death; 
for tho* neither might be mortal, yet either would 
diſable him from living, and reduce him to a ſtate in 
which he might rather be ſaiq to periſh, than to die. 
Tuus neceſſity, like a gravitating power, would 
ſoon form our newly arrived emigrants into ſociety, 
the reciprocal bleſſings of which, would ſuperſede, 
and render the obligations of law and government 
unneceſſary, while they - remained perfectly juſt to 
each other: but as nothing but Heaven is impregnable 


to vice, it will unavoidably happen that in proportion - = 
J EE os 
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8 A the firſt difficulties of emigrationy 


- each. other: and this remiſſneſs will point out the 


- neceſſity of eſtabliſhing ſome form of government, to 


ſupply the defect of moral virtue. 
Some convenient tree will afford them a ſtare-houſe, 


3 under the branches ot which the whole Colony may 
aſſemble to deliberate on public matters. It is more 
than probable that their firſt laws will have the title 
only of RecutaTions, and be enforced by no other 


penalty than public diſ-eſteem. In this firſt rar 
ment every man by natural right will have a ſeat. 


Bur as the Colony encreaſes, the public concerns 5 
will encreaſe likewiſe, and the diſtance at which the 
members may be ſeparated, will render it too incon- 
venient for all of them to meet on every occaſion as at 
firſt, when their number was ſmall, their habitations 


near, and the public concerns few and trifling. This 
will point out the convenience of their conſenting to 


leave the legiſlative part to be managed by a ſelect. : 


number choſen from the whole body, who are ſup- 
poſed to have the ſame concerns at ſtake which thoſe 


have who appointed them, and who will act in the 


fame manner as the whole body would act, were they 


preſent, If the colony continue encreaſing, it will 


become neceſſary to augment the number of the re- 
preſentatives, and that the intereſt of every part of the 
colony may be attended to, it will be found beſt to 


divide the whole into convenient parts, each part N 
ſending it's proper number: and that the elcited 
might never form to themſclves an intereſt ſeparate 


from the eleFors, prudence will point out the propriety 
of having elections often: becauſe as the N 
yt that means PO] and mix n 18 che 


1 parka, bound them together in a common ciſe, they. _ _ 
3 will begin to relax in their duty and attachment to 


ener 


} 


body f the PEE in a few ih; their gdelity to == 
» the Public will be ſecured by the pruddne- reftedtion = 
TY not making a rod for themſelves And as this | 
frequent interchange wil eſtabliſh a common intereſt 
- with every part of the c itonity! 'they will mutually 
and naturally ſupport each other, and on this (not on 
the unmeaning name of King) depends the Ne of 
governnient, and the buppineſs 0 7 the governed. | 
Har then is the origin and riſe of governthent; „ 
namely, a mode rendered neceſſary by the inability 61 ” 
moral virtue e the world: here tos is the'de? 
_ fign and end of government, viz: Fretdo m and Secu- 
rity. And 5b er our eyes may be dazzled with 
ow, or our cars deceived dy found ; however reu- 
dice may warp our wills, 'or intereſt Garken our under} | 
ſtanding, the fi imple voice of nature and of reafon will! 
e e : RG Rot Ce T0} FRIES © | 
I draw my idea of che torm of government frond E 
Principle in nature Which ho art can overturn, IZ. 
That the more ſiniple any thing is, the leſs ſiable i it ig 


to be difordered,” and the eaſier repaired when diſor- 


dered; and with” this maxim in vie T'offer” a few 
remarks on the ſo much boaſted conſtitution of 
En gland. That it was noble for the dark and Naviſh 
Us" in which it was erected, is granted. When the 
World was over-run with tyranhy, the leaſt remove 
therefrom” was a gloricus reſcue. But that it ' is im- 
perfect, ſubject to convulfions, ald incapable of pro- 
- Yucing what it ſeems to promile, is eaſily demonſtrated. 
* "ABSOLUTE governments, (tho? the diſgrace of hu- 
man nature) 125 H this advantage with them, that they | 
are fimple ; if the People : ſuffer, they know the head 
From which their ſuffering ſ rings; know, Iikewiſe the 
remedy: and are not hewWildered By! 4 variety of cauſes 
mad cures. But e conſtttution of England is ſo 
. | | SE 
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common SENSE. 


exceedingly gle” that'the nation may utter fro 
years together, without being able to diſcover in which 


1 part the fault lies; me will lay in one, and ſome 1 in Hh 
another, and every Political PRISONS will adviſe, 2 5 

different medicine. | 
I xnow it is difficult to get over 10055 or r long 
= ſtanding prejudices, yet if we will ſuffer ourſelves: to 


examine the component parts of the Engliſh conftitu- 


tion, we ſhall find them to be the baſe remains of two. 


ancient tyrannies, Comportied: with ſome new Re- 
publican materials., 3 


Fir. — The remains of Monarchical tyranny, in 8 
the e perſon of the King. 2 


| Secondly, —The remains of Ariſtoeratical CEE 
in the perſons of the Peers. 


_ Thirdly —The new Republican materials, in . 5 
erſons of the Commons, on whole virtue depends the 
| treedom of England. 


Tut two firlt, by being hereditary; are. clever 
of the people; wherefore, in a conſtitutional ſenſe, they 


77 contribute nothing towards the freedom of the ſtate. 


To fay that the conſtitution of England is a Ani⁰ν 


of three powers reciprocally checking each others: 38+ 
farcical ; either the words have no meaning, or they, 


are flat conraditions. nes. 
To ſay that the Commons is. A check upon, the. 


King, preſuppoſes two things. 


List. — That the King is not to be truſted vin 


being looked after; or in other words, that a thirſt 
for abſolute power is the natural diſeaſe of Monarchy. | 
 _ Secondly.—That the Commons, by being appointed 
for that purpoſe, are either wiſer, or more worthy: of 
confidence than the Crown. | 


But as the ſame conſtitution which gives the Com 
mons a 8 to check the King by with-holding the 
| en 
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I Wies 2 gives Cards EX King a power to choke 


the: Commons, by empowering him to reject their 
othe bills; it again ſuppoſes that the King is wiſer 


than thoſe, whom it has already Þ uppoſed to be wiſer . 
than him. A meer abſurdity ! 
F fer is ſomething exccedingly ridiculous. i in the 


c:npofition of Monarchy ; - it firſt excludes a man 


from the means of information, yet impowers him to 


act in caſes where the higheſt judgment is required, — 


The ſtate of a King ſhuts him from the world, yet the 


bufinefs of a King r-quireMim to know it thoroughly: 
wherctore, the different parts, by unnaturally oppoſing 
and deſtroying each other, prove the whole character 
to be ablurd and uſeleſs. | 
Some writers have explained the 9 955 conſtitu- 
tion thus; the King, ſay they, is one, the People ano- 
ther; the Peers are an houſe in behalf of the King; 
the Commons in behalf of the People; but rhis hath alk 
the dliſtinctions of an houſe divided againſt itſelf: and 
tho' the expreſſions be pleaſantly arranged yet when 


examined they appear idle and ambiguous : and it will 


always happen, that the niceſt conſtruction that words 
are capable of, when applied to the deſcription of ſome. 


thing which either carmot exiſt, or is too incompre- 


henfible to be within the compals of deſcription, wilt 
be words of ſound only, and tho? BY may amule the 
Fur, they cannot inform the mind: for this explanation 

- includes a previous queſtion viz: bars came the King þ 
' @'porver which the People are afraid to truſt and always 
obliged to check ? Such a power could not be the gift 
of a wile People, neither can any power which — 8 

checking be from God yet the proviſion which the 


_ conffitution makes, ſuppoſes ſuch a power to exiſt. 


But the proviſion i is unequal to the taſk, the means 


| either * or will not accompliſh the end, and the 


whole | 
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7 whole affair i is a F ho: 48 7 as "oh renter” * 5 
will always carry up the leſs, and as all che wheels of a2 
* machine are put in motion by one, it only remains to 
# know which power in the conſtitution has the moſt 
# weight, for chat will govern : and tho? the others, or a 
part b of them, may clog, or as the Phraſe is, check the 
7 rapidity of its motion, yet ſo long as they cannot ſtop 
it, their endeavours 1 be ineffectual: the fitſt moving 
power will at laſt have its Way, and What ic Wants 18” 7" 
ſpeed is ſupplicd by time. . * 2 
That the crown is this rk g part i inthe Eng- „„ 
lich conſtitution needs not be mentioned, and that it 
derives its whole conſeg uence merely from being the 
giver of places and penſions is ſelf- evident, wheretore, 


tho we have been wilc enough to ſhut and lock Ye Ons 1 

againſt abſolute Monarchy. we at the ſame time have 

been fooliſh enough to put the Crown ; in poſſeili Hon of 7» < > 2m 
the key. 44ͤ 
3 The prejudice of Engliſhmen i in PR of 1 8 5 ave . 8 


government by King, Lords and Commons, artes as 

much or more from national pride than reaſon! Indi- 
viduals are M doubtedly ſafer in England than in ſome 
other Counttigs : but the vil of the King is as much 
the lat of the land in Britain as in France, With tli tz 
3 difference, that inſtead of proceeding directly irom his. - 


mouth, it is handed to the Peopie under OY more for- 1 
midable ſhape of an act of Parliament. k For the fate 8 
of Charles the firit, hath h only made Kings morc ſub- J 
til—not more juſt, | 4 

Wherefore laying aſide all national pride and preju- 5 


dice in favour of modes and terms, tha plain truth i,, 
that z/ 7s wholly owing to the con; F:tution of the People, bo 
and not to the conſti itution of 5 Government that the 
= Crown is not as oppreſlive! in England as in Turkey. 

A aa into the conßitu- ienal errors in chte E Ing 


* 


iy 


COMMON. SENSE, 


1.5 liſh 88 government, is artbia imehighly neceſſary; 3 
for as we are never in a proper condition of doing juſ- 
tice to others, while we continue under che influence 5 


ns hy „ of oh Maglinns ES. 


= of fome leading partiality, fo neither are we capable of 
4 doing it to ourſelves while we remain fettered by any 
1 bHObſtinate prej1 judice. And as a man who is attached to 190 
yl a proſtitute is unfitted to c hooſe or judge of a wife, ſo 
95 amy prepoſſeſſion in tavour of a rotten conſtitution of 1 
3 8 will * us fr om diſcerning A mou 1 
1 | 7 Moxazony _ W fuccflen 5 1 
—_ -. Wm £7 
b | TANKIND being originally equals in the order i 
1 3 of creation, the equality could only be deſtroy- Y 1 
2d by ſome ſubſequent circumſtance : the diftinftwns 4 
= of rich and poor may in a great meaſure be accounted } « 
for, and that without having recourſe to the harſh ill- 
= }-- ſounding names of opprefſion and avarice. Oppreſſion 16 
z !ꝗꝗůqö often the conjequence, but feldom or never the means Þ 1 
” dof riches: and tho? avarice will preſerve a man from f 
3 being neceſſitouſly poor, it generally mak es him too : 
Re timorous to be wealthy. | 1 
* | Bor there is another and greater Akinct ion, fe 11 
= which no truly natural or religious res ſon can be afſign- S = 
> - ed, and that is, the diſtinctions of men into Kines and <« 
1 SUBJECTS. Male and female are the diſtmctions off 
BE nature, good and bad the diſtinctions of heaven; but 1 
FE how a race of men came into the world fo cxalied 11 
* | above the reſt, and diſtinguiſhed like fome new ſpecies, 1 
is worth enquiring into, and whether they are the : 
means of happineſs or of miſery to mankind, 


In the early ages of the world, according to the i ] 
Scripture chronology, there were no Kings; the con- 

- ſequence of Wich was, there 1 were no Wars; it is the i - 
g Price 


co,, SENSE. 


ide of Kings which throws ni into Gone 

Een without a KN, hath enjoyed more peace 

fror this laſt century, than any of the Monarchical g- 8 

vernments in Europe. Antiquity fawors the ſame ©" {| 

Z remark; for the quiet and rural lives of the firſt Patti T7 
archs harh a happy ſomething in them, which van ies 0 
away when we come to the hiſtor 9 of Jewiſh royalty. _ 

* Government by Kings was firſt introduced ints - 
the world by the 1 from whom the children 
of Iſrael copied the euſtom. It was the moſt Pens. 

* rous invention the Devil ever ſet on fogt for che pro- 4 
motion of idolatry. TheHeathens paid divine honors  *' 1 
do their deceaſed Kings, and the Chriſtian world hath 3 
YZ improved on the plan, by doing the ſame to their 


living ones. How impious is the title of ſacred Ma- 
= Jeſty applied to a worm, who in the midſt ot his ſplen- 
dar is crumbling into duſt „ 
A s the exalting one man ſo greatly above the reſt 
cannot be juſtificd on the equal rights of nature, ſo 
9 neither can it be defended on the authority of ſcripture; 
F for the will of the Almighty, as declared by ideen 
7 and the prophet Samuel, exprefly diſapproves of go» 
vernment by Kings. Al anti-monarchical parts. 7 
ſcripture have been very ſmoothly gloſſed over in mor 4 
narchical governments, but they un loubtedly merit ts 11 
attention of Countries which ne their governments 1 
yet to form. © Render unts Cæſar the things which are 
Cæſar' si is the ſcripture doctrine of Courts; yet it is no FE: 
ſupport of monarchical government, for the Jews at 
that time were without a King and in a ſtate of val. 
age to the Romans. 
Near three thouſand years paſſed away from the 
Moſaic account of the creation, till the Jews under ® 
national deluſion requeſted a Ning. Ine theig 
7 ferm of EOVErnmens ed in extraordinaty caſes 
=. ” - ON OL where 
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„ COMMON SENSE. 


interpo is 4 kind of Reus * | 
lic adminiſtred by a judge and the elders of the Tribes. | 
| Kings they had none, and it was held ſinful to acknow- 
| ledge any being under that title but the Lordof Hoſts. 
And when a man ſeriouſly reflects on the idolatrous 
homage which is paid to the perſons of Kings, he need 
not wonder that the Almighty ever jealous of his ho- 
nor, ſhould diſapprove of a form of government which 
1o impiouſly invages the prerogative of Heaven. 
Monarchy is ranked in ſcripture as one of the fins 
of the Jews, for which a curſe in reſerve is denounced 
1 them. The 1 of that tranſaction 1 18 worth 

attending to. 

The children of Iſrael being 5 5880 by che Midi- 
anites, Gideon marched ag againſtthem with a ſmallarmy, 
and victory thro? the divine inter zoſition decided in 
his favour, The Jews elate with ſacceſs, and attribut- 
ing it to the generalſhip of Gideon, propoſed making 
him a king, laying, © Rule thou over us, thou and 1! Y 


ow and thy fe on's Gan” . Here was temptation in it's 
_ fulleſt 3 not a kingdom only, but an hereditary - | 
one, but Gideon in the piety of his foul replied, / 


ill not rule over Hou, neit ber ſpall my. ſon rule over you, 
ce The Lord ſhall rule over you”. Words need not be 
more explicit; Gidon doth not decline the honor, but 
denieth their right to give it; neither doth he com- 
pliment them with invented dee of his thanks, 
but in the poſitive ſtile of a Prophet charges them | 


with diſaffection to 1 1 ee the King 


of Heaven. 

ABourT one hundred and thirty years after this, 
they fell again into the ſame error. The hankering 
which the Jews had for the idolatrous cuſtoms of the 
Hscathens, is ſomething exceedingly unaccountable; i 
but lo it was, that . Role. o the miſconduct 55 2 

| Samuel = 


coal re — 
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ganuel's two ſons who were entruſted wa ſome. W WM 
cular concerns, they came in an abrupt and clamorous 4 
manner to Samuel, ſaying, Behold thou art old, and 

thy ſons walk not in thy ways, now make us a King to 
| Judge us like all the other nations. And here we can- / 

not but obſerve that their motives were bad, viz. that ; 
1 135 might be Ze unto other nations, i. e. the Me. 


535 4 
7 © 
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thens, whereas their true glory laid in being as much 
LY 5 75 them as poſſible. But the thing diſpleaſed Samuel 
= zvhen they ſaid, give us a King to judge us: and Samuel 
= proyed unto the Lord, and the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 
= Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they ſay 5 
x unto thee, for they have not rejected thee, but they bave * - 
rejected me, THAT I SHOULD NOT REIGN OVER THEM, _ © =). 
According to all the wards which they have done fince the” 1 
day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this 
day, wherewith they have forſaken me and ſerved other. _ 
Cds: ſo do they alſo unto thee. Now therefore bearlen 
unto their voice, howdbeit, proteſt ſolemnly unto them, and . 
Hero them the manner of the King that ſhall r reign : 
over them, i. e. not of any particular King, butts” 3 
general manner of the Kings of the earth, whom Iſrael 
Vas fo eagerly copying after. And notwithſtanding 
the great diſtance of time and difference of manners, 
the character is ſtill in faſhion. © And Samuel told all 
. ebe words of the Lord unto the people, that aſted of bim = 
Ra King. And be ſaid, this fhall be the manner i; Ro by 
Ning that foall reign over you. He will take your ſous 1 
land appoint them for himſelf, for bis chariots and to be 4 
is horſemen, and ſome ſhall run before his chariots.” ] 
AT his deſcription agrees with the preſent mode of im- 
preſſing men) © and he will appoint him Captains over 
e and Captains over fifties, and will ſet them te 
iſ his ground, and to reap his harveſt, and to make his 
2 Wrument of wat and infiruments of bis chart 078. 2 5 
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„„ couMoN SENSE, 
| be will take your daughters to be confeckignariet, and to be 


_ Evoks, and to be bakers.” .. (This deſcribes the expence 
And luxury as well as the oppreſſion of Kings) © and 


Sve yards, even the beſt of them, and give them to bis 


* fervants.” (By which we fee that bribery, corruption 
ank favourititm, are the ſtandings vices of Kings.) 


= 


/ 


or blot out the ſinfulneſs of the origin; the high en- 

FE comium given of David takes no notice of him officially i 
4 King, but only as a Man after God's own heart. 
= .* Nevertheleſs the People refuſed to obey the voice of Sa- 


bat we may be like all the nations, and that our King mar; 
judge us, and go out before us and fight our batiles.”* Sa- 
muel continued to reaſon with them, but to no pur- 


1 Would not avail, and ſeeing them fully bent on their 
þ | fly, he cried out, „I . Il call unto' the Lord, and be 
FF © _ fhall ſend thunder and rain (which then was a puniſh. i 


ment being in the time of wheat harveſt) that ye may 


perceive and ſee that your wickedneſs is great which e 
Have done in the fight of the Lord, IN ASKING YOU A 


* KiNG. So Samnel called unto the Lord, and the Lord u 


Jane thunder pl, greatly If 


—— 


and rain that day, and all the pe 


* 


dle will take your fields, and your vincyards, and your 


* 4d he will take the tenth of your men ſervants, and 
your maid ſervants, and your goodlieft young men, and your © 
Ns, and put thew to bis work : and he will take be 

_ Feth of your ſheep, and ye ſhall be his ſervants, and ye her 

; Fall cry out in that day becauſe of your King which ye ſhall ar 

£ _  Bave choſen, ano The LORD WILL NOT HEAR YOU IN 
5 THAT Day.” This accounts for the continuation of p- 
3 Monarchy ; neither do the characters of the few good 


mel, and they ſaid nay but we will have a King over us; ©; 


= poſe, he ſet before them their ingratitude, but all 1. 


fer tant. And be will take the tenth of your ſeed, and of Hi. 
' your vitleyards, and give then to bis officers, and to bis © 


Kings which have lived ſince, either ſanctify the title, b mY 
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7 F Fred the Lord and Kanne! Aud all tbe 8 ſaid unta 
2 Pamuel, Pray for thy ſervants unto the Lord thy God that 


ee die not, for WE RAYE ADDED UNTO OUR SINS THIS | 
7 Evil, TO ASK A KING.“ Theſe Þortions of ſcripture... 
; fe dire& and poſitive. They adimic of no equi: vocal 
Peuftructiog. That the Almighty hath here entered 
his proteſt againſt monarchical government is true, 
wr the ſcripture is falle. And a man hath good reaſon.” 
to believe that there is as much of king-craft, as 
8 rieſt- craft, in with-holding the ſcriptures from the 
Public in. Popiſh countries. For Monarchy, in every 
Brittance, is the Popery of Government. : 
* To'theevil of monarchy we have added that. of 
hereditary ſucceſſſon; and as the firſt is a degradation 
and leſitning of ourſelves, ſo the ſecond. claimed as 4 
matter of right, is an inſult and an impoſition on. 
poſterity. For 411 men being or iginally equals, no - 
gone by birth could have a right to ſet up his own fa 
mil in perpetual preference to all others forever, and 
Wrho* himſelf might deſerve ſome decent degree of hos 
Inors of his cotemporaries, yet his deſcendants might” 
be far too unworthy to inherit them. Oe of the 
Iſtrongeſt natural proofs of the folly of hereditary right 
Fin Kings, is, that nature di :approves it, otherwiſe ſhe 
Z would not ſo frequently turn it into ridicule giving 
mankind an Afs for a Lion. | 
Secondly, As no man at firſt could poſſeſs any other 
public honors than were beſtowed upon him, ſo the 
W givers of thoſe honors could have no power to give 
7 away the right of poſterity ; ; and. tho they might lay, 
Wi. chooſe you for our head, ? they could not with- 
cout maniteſt injuſtice to their children, ſay, * That 
pour children and your children's chile iren ſhall reign 
over our's forever.“ Becauſe ſuch an unwiſe, unjuſt, 
be. unnatural compact might, perkips)” in the next ſuc- 
3 d eee 


> 95 * as 5 2 


2 
* 

- -- 
* 
72 


oo #4 - OS —— 


COMMON SENSE. 


ceſſion, put them under the government of a rogue or cl. 
à fool. Moſt wiſe men in their private ſentiments 
4 have ever treated-hereditary right with contempt ; yet 
it is one of thoſe evils, which, when once eſtabliſhed, # 
3B is not eafily removed; many ſubmit from fear, others 
from ſuperſtition, and the more powerful part ſhares 
with the King the plunder of the repſt. 
Tais is ſuppoſing the preſent race (“ Kings in the E 
world to have had an honorable origin : whereas it is 
more than probable, that could we take off the dark 
covering of antiquity, and trace them to their firſt 
riſe, that we ſhould find the firſt of them nothing better 
than the principal Ruffian of ſome reſtleſs Gang, whole 
ſavage manners or preeminence in ſubtilty obtained him 
the title of chief among Plunderers: and who by in- 
creaſing in power and extending his depredations, ver- 
awed the quiet and defenceleſs to purchaſe their ſatety ca 
by frequent contributions. Yet his electors could have vi: 
no idea of giving hereditary right to his deſcendants, th: 
| becauſe fuch a perpetual excluſion of themſelves was de 
incompatible with the free and unreſtrained principles Sa 
they proteſſed to live by. Wherefore, hereditary ſuc- ne 
ceſſion in the early ages of Monarchy could not take an 
place as a matter of claim, but as ſomething caſual or co 
complimental ; but as few or no records were extant ce 
in thoſe days, and traditionary hiſtory ſtuff'd with fa- tu 
bles, it was very eaſy after the lapſe of a few generati- F E 
ons, to trump up ſome ſuperſtitious tale conveniently fa 
timed, Mahomet like, to cram hereditary right down #F fc 
the throats of the vulgar. Perhaps the diſorders which pc 
threatened, or ſeemed to threaten, on the deceaſe of a F 
leader and the choice of a new one (for elections among d 
ruffians could not be very orderly) induced many at 2 
firſt to favour hereditary pretenſions; by which means ol 
it happened, as it hath happened ſince, 9 = 


m 
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* firſt was fob; need to as a convenience was afterwards f 
claimed as a right. | 


England ſince the 1 hath known ſome fer 


good monarchs, but groaned beneath a much larg 
number of bad ones: : yet no man in his ſenſes can lay 5 
that their claim under William the Conqueror is a 
very honourable one. A French Baſtard landing with 
an armed Banditti and eſtabliſhing himſelf King of 
England againſt the conſent of the natives, is in — 
terms a very paltry raſcally original. It certainly hath 
no divinity in it. However it is needleſs to ſpend 
much time in expoſing the folly of hereditary right, if 
there are any 10 weak as to believe it, let them Prꝑ- 
miſcuouſly worſhip the Aſs and Lion and welcome. 
I ſhall neither copy their bumiliry nor diſturb their 


devotion. 


Vet I ſhould be glad to aſk how they ſuppoſeKings 


came at firſt ? the queſtion admits but of three anſwers, 
viz. either by lot, by election, or by uſurpation. If 


the firſt King was taken by lot, it eſtabliſhes a prece- 
dent for the next, which excludes hereditary ſucceſſion. 


Saul was by lot, yet the ſucceſſion was not hereditary, 


neither does it appear from that tranſaction there was: 


any intention it ever ſhould. If the firſt King of any 
country was by election, that likewiſe eſtabliſhes apre- 


# cedent for the next ;-for to ſay that the igt of all fu- - 


ture generations is taken away by the act of the firſt 


Electors in their choice not only of a King, but of a 
family of Kings forever, hath no parallel in or out of 


ſcripture, but the doctrine of original ſin, which ſup- 


| _ luch compariſon, (and it will admit of no other) here- 
ditary ſucceſſion can derive no glory. For as in 


oſes the free-will of all men loſt in Adam : and from 


Adam all ſinned, and as in the firit Electors all men 


: . as in tue © one all mankind were . to 
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to tie fool 2 the Wicked, and the improper, it hath in be 


| common SENSE. 


Satan, ah 3 in the iber to Sovereignty ; as our inne. 


dvencc was loſt in the firſt, and our authority in che oft 
lat; and as both difable us from reaſſuming dome Wo 
1 9 7 ſtate and privilege, it uvnanſwerably follows, | tri 
chat original fin and hereditary ſucceſſion are bakallels, | ba 
| "Diſhonorable rank! inglorious connection yet the wl 
| molt ſubtil foph; ſt cannot produce a juſter Hmile. 5 K 
As to uturpation, no man will be jo. hardy as to * 
defend it; and that William the conqueror wes 2 ha 
ulurper, is a fact pot to be contradicted. The plain eis 
truth is, that the anti :quity of. Engliſh motarchy wit 1 
not bear looking into, de 
Bur it is not To much the abſurdity as the evil of | . 
hereditary ſucceſſion, which concerns mankind. Dia | th 
it enlute à race of good and wile men, it would have = 1c 


the ſeal of divine authority; but as it opens a door 1 b. 


it the nature of oppreſſion, Men Who look upon p. 
themſelvcs born to reign, and others to obey, ſoon grow # H 
inſolent— elected ram the reſt of Mankind their te 


minds are eaſily poiſoned by importance; and the te 
World chey act in differs ſo materially from the World ir 
at large, that they have but little opportunity of know-- © 
ing its true intereſts, and when they ſucceed to the go- MW a: 
vernment are frequently the moſt ignorant and unfit 1 
of any throughout the dominions. F 


Another evil which attends hereditary ſucceſſion, is, 1 2 
that the throne | 18 ſubject to be poſſeſſed by a minor at 


any age; all which time the Regency, acting under 2 
the cover of a King, have every opportunity and { 
inducement to betray their truſt, The fame national 1 a 
misfortune happens when a. King, worn out with age 

and infirmity, enters the laſt ſtage of human weaknels. t 
In both thefe caſes the Public becomes a prey to every E 
miſcreant who. can tamper tucceistully with the follics ( 


either of age or infancy, bs Taz 


| EY. e 0 M N 0 * 8 E N 8 E. t 
ru moſt/ plauſible ples BOY hart” ever Veen 
| Wo red in favof of hereditary ſucceſſion, is, that it 

5 Preierves a nation from civil wars; and were this 
true, it would be weighty ; whereas it is the moſt 
barefaceg falſity ever impoſed. upon mankind. ' The 
whole hiſtory of England difowns the fact, Thirty 
K ings and two minors have reigned i in that diſtrafted _ 
Kingdom fince the conqueſt, in which time there 
have been (including the Revolution) no ſeſs than 
eight civil wars and nineteen rebellions. Wherefore, 


deſtroys the very foundation it ſeems to ſtand upon. 
Tux conteſt for monarchy and ſucceſſion between 
the houles of York and Lancafter, laid England in a 
ſcene of blood for many years. Twelve pitehed 
battles, beſides ſkirmiſhes and lieges, were fought 
berween Henry and Edward, Twice was Henry 
priſoner to Edward, who in his turn was priſoner to 
Henry. And fo uncertain is the fate of war and the 
| teryper of a nation, when nothing but perſonal mat» 
ters are the ground of a quarrel, that Henry was taken 
in triumph from a priſon to a palace, and Edward 
Z obliged to fly from a palace to a foreign land: Yet," 
as ſudden tranſitions of temper are ſeldom laſting, 
Henry in his turn was driven from the throne, and 
Edward recalled to ſucceed 'him. The parliament 

# always following the ſtrongeſt ſide. 1 
Luis conteſt began in the reign of Henry the ſixth, 
and was not entirely extinguiſhed till Henry the 
ſeventh, in whom the families were united, ee 

a period of 57 years, viz. from 1422 to 1489. 
Ix hort, monarchy and ſucceſſion have aid, not 
this or that kingdom only, but the world in blood and 
MF aſhes. Lis a form of government which the word of 
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1 God bears teſtimony againſt, and blood will attend it. 
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inſtead of making tor peace, it makes againſt it, and - 
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2s: we e enquire into the buſineſs of a King, we. mall 
Find chat in lome countries they have none; and after 
-Jauntcring away their lives without pleaſure to them- 
. ſelves or advantage to the nation, withdraw from the 
ſcene, and leave their ſucceſſors to tread the ſame idle 
round. In abſolute monarchies, the whole weight of 
 buſines, civil and military, lies on the King. The 


ch ldren of Iſrael, in their requeſt for a King, _ urged | 


this plea, © that he may judge us, and go . before 
us and fight our battles.” But in countries where he 
is neither a judge nor a general, as in England, a man 
would be puzzled to know what 1c his buſineſs. i 
 - Taz nearer any government approaches to a 
15 Republic, the leſs buſineſs there is for a King. It is 
domewhart difficult to find a proper name for the go- 
vernment of England. Sir William Meredith calls it 


a Republic; but in its preſent ſtate it is unworthy of 


he name, becauſe the corrupt influence of the Crown 
by having all the places in its diſpoſal, hath fo effec- 

tally ſwallowed up the power, and eaten out the 
virtue of the Houſe of Commons (the Republican 


2 in the conſtitution) that the government of | 


ngland is nearly as monarchical as that of France 
or Spain. Men fall out with names without under- 
ſtanding them. For 'tis the republican, and not the 
Monarchical part of the conſtitution of England, 
which Engliſhmen glory in, viz. the liberty of chooſing 
an Houſe of Commons out of their own body and 
it is 6aty to ſee that when Republican virtue fails, ſla- 
very enſues, Why is the conſtitution of England 
 Tickly ? but becauſe Monarchy hath poiſoned the 
Republic; the Crown hath engroſſed the Commons. 

- In England a King hath little more to do than to 
make war, and give away places; which in plain 
s b is 0 impoveriſn the e and let it together 
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0 the cars. 1 pretty bußneſt indeed Phy 4 man to . . 
allowed eight hundred thouſand W a year for, 5 
9 and worſhipped 1 into the. bargain' 1——Of more worth e 
is one honeſt man to ſociety, and in the N 9 of 822 ! 

8 than al the crowned Ruffians that ever lived. . 
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TN the f 8 ing pages I offcr Wil more thin” : 
ſimple facts, plain arguments, and common ſenſe; 
= and have no other preliminaries to ſettle with the 
Reader, than that he will diveſt himſelf of prejudice 
= and prepoſſeſſion, and ſuffer his reaſons and his feel- 
= ings to determine for themſelves: that he Will put on, - 
or rather that he will not put of the true character of W 
a man, and generouſly enlarge his views beyond the „ 
preſent gay. - 
' Voruwes have been written on ihe ſobject of the . 
5 ſtruggle between England and America, Men of alt 2 
$ ranks have embarked in the controyerſy, from diffe- 
rent motives, and with various deſigns ; bur all Be: 
been ineffectual, and the period of debate is cloſed, — 4 
Arms, as the laſt reſource, decide the conteſt : the 1 
appeal was the choice of the King, and the Continent - . 
has accepted the challenge. „ 
Ir hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham, 1 
5 (tio tho? an able miniſter was not without his faults) ' 


that on his being attacked in the Houſe of Comme, 


on the ſcore that his meaſures were only of a temp 

kind, replied, “ they will laſt my time. Sheuld L > 
thought ſo fatal and unmanly poſiels the Colonies in 
= whe preſent conteſt, the name of anceſtors will be rer = 
£ membered” by tuture generations s with ee „„ 


EX 


- 


EY 


The sun never ſhined. on a cauſe X greater worth, . 
N Fs not the affair of a City, a County, a Province or 
a Kingdom; but ofa Continent of at leaſt one eight | 

part of the habitable Globe. Tis not the concern of . 


a day, a year, or an age; poſterity.: are virtually involv- 
ed in the conteſt, and 11 be more or leſs affected e 


ven to the end of time by the proceedings now. Now 


By referring the matter from argument to arms, 2 


failed, and the ſecond hath withdrawn her influence. 


i hach been ſaid of the advantages of recon. 
eiliation, which like an agrecable dream, hath paſſed 
away, and left us as we were, it is but right hat we 


ſhould examine the contrary fide of the argument, and 


enquire into ſome of the many material injuries which 


thele Colonies ſuſtain, and always will ſuſtain, by be ng 
connected with, and dependant on Great-Bri tain.— 


To examine that connection and dependance, on bs! | 
Fes of nature and common ſenſe, to fee what we 


ave to truſt to if ſeparated, and What WS are to expect 


1 * 3 


is the ſeed: time of Continental union, faith and honor. 
The leaſt fracture now, will be like a name engraved 
with the point of a pin on the tender rind of a young 
oak ; the wound will enlarge with the tree, and Polke 
rity. read it in full-grown characters. | 


new era for politics is ſtruck Ea new method of think 4 
ing hath ariſen. All plans, Propoſals, &c. prior ro 
the 19th of April, i. e. to the commencement of hoſ- 
tilities, are like the almanacks of the Jaſt year; which 
tho“ proper then, are ſuperſeded and uſcleſs now. 
Whatever was l by the advocates on either 
- fide of the queſtion then, terminated in one and the 
fame. point, viz. a union With Great-Britain; the only 
difference between the parties, was the metho# of 
effecting it; the one Propoſing force, the other friend- 
ſhip : but it hath fo far happened that the firſt hath. 


7 


"om HAVE „ heand.; it 0 os fre} "Hh: as n 
hach- flouriſhed under her former connection with 
Great · Britain, that the ſame connection is neceſſary 
towards her future happineſs, and will always have 
the ſame effect. Nothing can be more fallacious 


than this kind of argument We may as welt aſſert, 


that becauſe a child has thrived upon milk, that it 


is never to have meat, or that the firſt twenty years of i 5 


our lives is to become a precedent for the next twanty. 
But even this is admitting more than is true, fh I 
anſwer, roundly, that America would have flouriſhed 


as much, probably. much more, had no European\ 
power taken any notice of her. The commerce by 
which ſhe hath enriched herſelf, are the neceſſaries GG 


life, and will always have a mar . while e *- 
custom of PS. ©. AE Fs #:2k] 


Bir: the. has 3 us, 48 be 


he would have defended Turky from the: ſame: mo- 
tive, viz. the 180 of trade and meg. ME: a, ne 


K 1 


we - is: nk loun: led away 1 aneielitꝰ 
perſtition. 


Aa. 
prejudices,” and made large ſacrifices to ſu 
We have boaſted the Protection of We Ig 
without _— that her motive Was intereſt, not 
attachment; that The 


own account; from thoſt who had no 


enemies on the ſame account. Let Britain wave her 
pretealions to the Continent, or the Continent throw 
off u dependance, and we ſhould be at peace with - 
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x 1 2 ” F o 
8. „ = hs © % 


"Co M M 0 N s$ E * * . 


1 
hk engroſſed us, is true, and defended the-Conrinena:s | 
at our expence as well as her own, is admitted; m_ 7 


1 did not protect us from our 
enemits, Fg our account; but from her enemies, on ber 
quarrel with us 
on any other atcount; and who! will: always be our 
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. co SENSE. 
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France 8 8 were ng at. war Ht Britain.— 


The miſeries of rananer laſt , | un to warn us 
* connections. e ee ee ee e 


x hath 1 bs aſſerted; in eee ee the 
Colodics' have no relation to each other but through 


the Parent Country, i. e. that Pennlylvania and the 


Jerſeys, and ſo on for the reſt, are ſiſter Colonies by 


the way of England; this is certainly a very round- 
about way of proving relationſhip, but it is the only 


true way of proving enemyſhip, if I may ſo call it. 


France and Spain never were, nor perhaps ever will 
be our enemies as Americans, a as our . ons 


_ uy 2 of Gr a rita. 5 


* 


brutes do not devour their young, nor ſavages make 


war upon their families; wherefore the aſſertion, if 
true, turns to her reproach... But it W not to 
be true, or only partly ſo; and the pkralc, parent or 
been jeſuitically adopted by the 
King and his paraſites, with a low papiſtical deſign 
of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous weakneſs 
the 
This new world hath- 
been the aſylum for the perſceuted lovers of civil 
and religious liberty from every part of Europe. 
_ Hither have they fled, not from the tender embraces 
of the mother, but fromthe cruelty of the monſter; 
and it is ſo far true of England, that the ſame tyranny 
which drove the firſt e e en ee PRINCE ; 


of our minds. Europe, and not England, 
parent country of America. 


their M ts „ 


er Waiting is "the - anal areas, {© fay FREY 
Then the more ſhame upon her conduẽt. Even 


5 5 
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common SENSE. 27 


"I 1 e quarter of te globe, we s forges 

the narrow limits ot three hundred and ſixty miles 
the extent of England) and carry our friendſhip on 
a larger ſcale ; we, claim brotherhood with every _ 
European Chriſtian, ad PAPER. in the ee 11 2 


h 
b 
5 the lentiment. 


n „ 


4 is ge By to . by wh regular gradations 
we ſurmount the force of local prejudice as We en- 
large our acquaintance with the world. A man born 
in any town in England divided into pariſhes, will 
naturally aſſociate . with his fellow pariſhioners 
(becauſe their intereſt in many caſes will be common) 
and diſtinguiſh him by the name of neigbbour: if he 
meet him but a few miles from home, he drops the 

narrow idea of a ſtreet, and ſalutes him by the name 
of townſman : if he travel out of the county, and meet. 
him in any other, he forgets the minor diviſions of 
ſtreet and town, and calls him countryman, i. e. county- , 
man: but it in their foreign excurſions they ſhould 
aſſociate in France, or any other part of Europe, their 
local remembrance. would be enlarged into that of 

5 Eng liſomen. And by a juſt parity of reaſoning, all 

Europeans meeting in America, or any other quarter 

of the Globe, are countrymen ; for England, Holland, 

GSermany, or Sweden, when compared with che Whole, | 

ſtand in the ſame places on the larger ſcale, which 

che diviſions of ſtreet, town, and county do on the 

= ſmaller ones—diſtin&tions too limited for Continental 5 

minds. Not one third of the inhabitants, even of 

chis province, are of Engliſh deſcept Wherefore, EE, 
reprobate the phraſe of parent or mother country, 
applied to England only, as being ans Elgg, nar- 
row, and ungencrous. : | 


3 


Bur 


— 


5 COMMON SENSE. _ 
of Bur aniicing that we were all of Engliſh deſcent 
- what does it amount to? Nothing. Britain being 
now an open enemy, extinguiſhes every other name 
And title ; and to lay that reconciliation is our duty, 


3s truly farcical. The firſt King of England, of the 
preſent line. (William the Conqueror) was a French 


man, and halt the Peers of England are deſcendants 
from the ſame country; wherefore, by the fame me- 
_ thod of 8 England ba nh to be * by 
| France. | 


— 


i Aeon hat en aid as as Oe Oy "eel of 
Britain 2nd the Colonies, that in conjunction they 
might bid defiance to the world :—But this is mere 
preſumption z the fate of war is uncertain, | neither 


do the èxpreſſions mean any thing, for this Continent il 
would never ſuffer itſelf to be drained of inhabitants, 
to x the Britiſh arms either 1 in Bs 9 or 


Bc 


e whit [TS we to do with Eating the 
voa at defiance.” Our plan is commerce, and that 
Well attended to, will ſecure us the peace and friend- 
Mp of all Europe, becauſe it is the intereſt of all 
Euro E to have America a free port. Her trade will 


Hs ih b 


alway: be a protection, and her barrennels of gold 


and filver will fecure her from invaders. 
1 challenge the warmeſt advocate for reconciliation, 
to ſhew 2 fingle advantage that this Continent can 


_ reap, by being connected with Great- Britain. I re- 
* the challenge, not a ſingle advantage i is derived. 


ur corn will fetch its price in any market in Europe, 
and our n * muſt be paid or. buy them 
RIG WE will, 55 
3 Bur 
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Ber the injuries and diſadvantages we ſuſtain by 


that connection, are without nuwber ; and dur duty 


| ro mankind at large, as well as to ourſelyes, inſtruct 
us to renounce the alliance: Becauſe any ſubmiſſion 
to, or dependance on Great-Britain, tends directly to 


involve this Continent in European wars and quarrels, 


As Europe is our market for trade, we ought to form 
no political connection with any part of it, *Tis the 
true intereſt of America, to ſteer clear of European 
contentions, which ſhe never can do, While by her 
the make. wei = 


dependance on Britain, ſhe is made 


#8 =. 


iin rhe feale of Britiſh polices.” 7 es 


3 „0000000 DEL TTY 
be long at peace; and w 


be ie e re NE TOES 


_ - 


between England and any foreign power, the trade of 


Britain. 


he next war may not turn out like che 


"x 


| aſt, and ſhould it not, the advocates for reconciliation 
now, will be wiſhing for ſeparation then, becauſe 
_ neutrality in that cafe, would be a ſafer convoy than 


a man of war. Every thing that is right or reaſonable 


| pleads for ſeparation. The blood of the Nlain, the 
weeping voice of nature cries, TIs TIME TO PART. 
Even the diſtance at which the Almighty hath placed” 
England and America, is a ſtrong and natural proof, 


that the authority of one over the other, was never 


the deſign of Heaven. The time Jikewiſe at which 


the Continent was diſcovered; adds weight to the 


argument, and the manner in which it was peopled 


* 


. 
2 


; J 


encreaſes the force of it. — The Reformation Was 


preceded by the diſcovery of America; As if the 
Almighty graciouſly meant to open 2 ſanctuary to 
the perſecuted in future years, when home ſhould 


afford neither friendſhip nor ſafety, Tux 


e 


"Sh, 


— 
s 


Feen 1 would Gly avdid giving unneceſfary 
offence, yet I am inclined to believe, that all thoſe 
who eſpouſe the doctrine of reconciliation, may be 
included within the following deſcriptions. Intereſted 

men, who are not to be truſted; weak men, who cannot 

ſee ; prejudiced men, who will not ſee; and a certain 
ſet of moderate. men, who think better of the Euro- 
ean world than it deſerves: and this laft claſs, by an 
ill judged deliberation, will be the cauſe of more cala- 
mities o this n than all the Häher three, 


1 is the good fortune F. many to live diftant 
from the ſcene of preſent ſorrow ; the evil is not. 
ww ſufficiently brought to their doors, to make bem feel 

the precariouſnels with which all American property 


is poll ld x Pur let our e tranſport us 


for 


—— — w¶m¶ 


A 


b 1 over — 1 5 
is 5 15 5 "government which fooner or later mult 
have an end: And a ſerious mind can draw no true 
pleaſure by looking forward, under the painful and 
poſitive gonviction, that what he calls << — preſent 

conſtitution,” is merely temporary As parents, we 
Can have no joy, knowing that his government is not 
ſufficiently laſting to enſure any thing which we may. ; 

bequeath, to, poſterity : And by a plain method of 

argument, as we are running the next generation into 
debt, we ought to. do the "work of it, otherwiſe we 
uſe chem meanly and pitifully. In order to diſcover _ 
the line of our duty rightly, we ſhould take our 

children in our hand, and fix our ſtation a few years. 
farther into life; that eminence will preſent a proſpect, 

which a few preſent fears ang Preh judices conceal lem = 
ue light, 5 8 . „„ 5 
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7 a 8 moments to F = as hed: Bus 


nels will teach us wiſdom, and inſtruct us forever to | 
Kb a power in whom we can have no truſt: 


few months ago were in eaſe and affluence, have n 


no other alternative than to ſtay and ſtarve, or = 5 
out to Beg. Indangered by the fire of their friends 


if they . within the city, and plundered by 


government if they leave it. In their preſent condi- 


tion they are priſoners without the hope of _— : h 


tion, and in a general» attack for 3 hat 
ee be e to che evi of both armies. 


8 of: paſſive tempers 8 an lcbey 
over the offences of Britain, and {till hoping for the 
beſt, are apt to call out, “ Come, come, we Hall be 


( friends. again for all this? But examine the paſſi- 


ons and feelings of mankind. : Bring the doctrine of 


reconciliation to the touchſtone of nature, and then 
tell me, whether you can hereafter love, honar, and. 
faithfully ſerve the power that hath carried fire and 
ſword into your land ? If you cannot do all theſe, 


then are you only deceiving yourſelves, and by your 


delay bringing ruin upon poſterity. Vour future 


connection with Britain, whom you can neither love 
nor honor, will be forced and unnatural, and being N 


formed oniy on the plan of preſent convenience, will 


in a little time fall into a relapſe more wretched than 
the firſt. But if you ſay, you can ſtill paſs the vio- 
lations over, then I aſk, Hath your houſe been burnt? 


Hath your property been deſtroyed before your face? 


Are your wife and children deſtitute of a bed to lie- 


on, or bread to live on? Have you loſt a parent or 
a Sn OY + Hr ena and: FOO the ruined and. 
Vietchee 


Ihe inhabitants of that unfortunate city Sho! but 4 5 


2 common SEE. 


: | | N RE 1 


- win; a EY ical 
Heeren. e Why, 


un is not - x AE AHa veraing” Wirtes 


but trying them by thoſe e and affections which 

nature juſtiſies, and without which, we ſhould be 

incapable of diſcharging the ſocial duties of life, or 

enjoying tlie felicities of it. I mean not to exhibit 
Horror for the purpoſe of provoking revenge, but to 

awaken us from fatal and unmanly ſlumbers, that 
we may purſue determinately ſome fixed object. Tis 

| ver of England or ef Europe to conquer 


not in the 
America, if ſhe doth not conquer herſelf by delay and 


- zimidity, The preſent winter is worth an age if rightly. 
employed, but if loſt or neglected, the whole Conti- 
nent will partake of the misfortune; and there is no 


puniſnment which that man doth not deſerve, be he 
who, or what, or where he will, that may be yo” 
means 1. en 4 ſeaſon fo e and uſef ul. 


. ES 


Ti. tepugnant to rebel; to the entverſat br 
of things, to all examples from former ages, to ſup- 
Poſe, that this Continent can long 


any external power. The moſt ſanguine- in Britain 
doth not think fo. The utmoſt ſtretch” of human 


wiſdom” cannot at this time, compaſs a plan, ſhort 
__ of ſeparation, which can promiſe the Continent ever" 
a2 year's ſecurity. | 

dream. N ature hath deſerted the connection, and 


Reconciliation is tb a fallacious? 


af habe not 1 are | 

z judge of thoſe who have. But if you have, and 

5 Kill can ſhake hands with the ed then a 
you unworthy the name of huſband, fathe 
lover; and whatever may be your rank or title in 
rt def cond; aid the 8 7 of 


„ friend + or 


remain ſubject to 
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Art cannot ſu ”__ ber pe * biken _— NOD 
— & never can true 3 —_ ” 
ound 0 arg rd hate have Ong o _ n © 
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Eee quiet 1 Four peace hath * 
wal. Our prayers: have — — with diſdain z 
and have tended to convince us, that nothing fl atters 
vanity or confirms obſtinacy in Kings more than 
repeated petitioning and nothing hath contributed 
more than that very meaſure, to make the Kings o 
Europe abſolute. Witneſs Denmark and Sweden. 
Wherefore, ſince nothing but blows will do, for 
God's ſake let us come to a final ſeparation, and not 
leave the next generation to be cutting throat under 
ay TIA un Tg A HANES: oF: 5 * ebilkk 5 
k 11 
To IG r will never attempt it 28218 in il me 
viſionary, we thought ſo at the repeal of the ſtamp- 
act, yet a year or two undeceived us; as een we - 
ſuppoſe that nations which h we been once 3 
will never renew the quatrel. j 


— 


As to rden matters, tis not in wok wer of 
Britain to do this continent juſtice; The buſinefs of 
it will ſoon be too weighty and intricate to be manages 
ed with any tolerable” degree of convenience, byca/ 
power ſo diſtant from us, and ſo very ignorant of us 
tor if they cannot conquer ys, they canhot govern us. 
To be always running three or four thouſand miles 
with a tale or a petition, waiting four or five montks 
for an anſwer, which when obtained requires five or 
ſix more to explain it in, will in a i few years be looked 
upon as folly and childiſhnefs.. There was a tine 


when it was p — there is a a proper time * ir 
F 5 | Su, 


'S 


[MON SENSE: 


- SMALL ilanidayn not Epeble of protecting A 
dre the proper objects for government to take under 

_ — 1 but + is ſomething very abſurd, in 

y + a Continent to be perpetually governed by 
i 1 —_ Un no inſtance hath nature made the 
5 anten larger than i Its ny planet; and as England 
i n ct to each other, reverſes the 


common order ot nature, it is evident they belong to 


: ar ems: —_—_— to Pe: Hobie. to 


e he digi 11 * pany, or 
| refemamens to eſpauſe the doctrine & Separation and 
Iudependance; I am clearly, poſitively 
tioullyß 
A to be ſo ; that every thing ſhort of that is 
mere patchwork, that i ir can afford no laſting felicity, 
4 —that it is leaving the ſword to our children, and 
fhrinking back, at a time when a little more, a little 
— would have rendered this Continent we * 
r the earth. 5 | 


+ hs-Bricaiet natd n the 3 "ER 


— 


— 


| and conſcien- 
perſuaded, that 'tis the true intereſt of this 


| Wivards a compromiſe, we may be aſſured that no 


terms can be obtained worthy the acceptance of the 
Continent, or any ways equal to the eXPEnce. 82 s | 


and treaſure we have been Oy put to. 


Tn REY N * ought n wo. ** 
ſome juſt proportion to the expence. The removal 


of North, or the whole deteſtable junto, is a matter 


unworthy the millions we have expended, A tempo- 


rary ſtoppage of trade was an inconvenience, which 


* — — 


would have ſufficiently ballanced the repea 
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ats 8 wy had auch 1 en o d 
but if the whole Continen mult take up arms, if eve- 
ry man muſt be 2 1 
while to fight againf a contemptible miniſtry only. 
Dearly, dearly, = we Do for the repeal of the acts. 


ant tis ſcarcely worth our 


if — is all we fight for; for in a juſt eſtimation, tis 


as great a folly. to pay a Bun 
for land. As 1 have always conſidered the indepen- 
dancy of this Continent as an event which ſooner or 
later muſt arrive, fo from the late rapid progrels of 
the Continent to maturity, the event could not be far 
off: Wherefore, on the breaking out of hoſtilities, it 
was not worth the while to have diſputed a matter, Re 
which time would have finally redreſſed, unleſs we 
meant to be in earneſt: otherwiſe it is like waſting DS 
an eſtate on a ſuit at law, to regulate the treſpaſſes of 
a tenant, whoſe leaſe is juſt expiring. No man was 
a warmer wiſher for reconciliation than, my ſelf, before 
the fatal igth of April 1775, but the moment the 
event of that day was made known, I rejected the 
hardened ſullen· tempered Pharaoh of Eng land for- 
ever; and diſdain the wretch, that with the ee =. 
title of FATHER OF His PEOPLE can-unteelingly hear 
of their ſlaughter, and tops 2 a . | 
wu upon his ſoul. 


5 You daring: that matters were now. made up... 
| what would be the event? I anſwer, the ruin of the 
Continent. And that wo n reaſons. 1 285 55 


Fi. — Tur powers of overning fill remaining 
; in the hands of the King, 99 will have a negative 


er-Hill price for law as 


oyer the whole legiſlation ot this Continent : And a8 


. he . Wenn wolf ſuch an inveterate erh o 
1 "4 $M * 
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igzborant, as 
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vere thi unt . afoky eber 
„or is oi r 4 Peper man to ſay to 


| 5 6 het, Evlogies; * You ſpall make no laws but what I 


Pleaſe 7" And i is there any inhabitant in America ſo 

ot to know, that according to what is 
called the preſent conſtitution, that this Continent can 
make no laws but what the King gives leave to; 
and is there any man ſo unwiſe, as not to ſee, that 
(conſidering what has happened) he will ſuffer no 
laws to be made here, but ſuch.as ſuit bis purpoſe-? 


We may be as effectually enſlaved by the want of laws 


In America, as by ſubmitting to laws made for us in 
England. After matters are made up (as it is called) 
can there be any doubt, but the whole 

Crown will be exerted to keep this Continent as low 
and humble as poffible ? Inſtead of going forward, 
we ſhall go bac! ward, or be perpetually quarrelling, 
or ridiculouſly petitioning. —We are already greater 
than the King wiſhes us to be, and will ke not here- 


after endeavor to make us leſs ? To bring the mat-⸗ 


ter to one pe, Is the power who i is jealous e of 


proſperity, a proper power to govern us? Whoever 


lays No, to this queſtion, is an Independant ; for inde- 


pendaney means no more than whether we ſhall make 7 


our own laws, or, whether the King, the preateſt 
enemy this Continent hath, or can have, ſhall tell us, 


Los wa ere Hall be 20 wy but fac as + like.” 1 a . 


1 " ee the Wig id ow'll 215 an 4 e 1 Eng- 
85 land; the people = can make no laws without his 
conſent. In point of right and good order, there is 
ſomething very ridiculous, that a . of twenty-one 
3 hath often happened) ſhall ſay to ſix millions 
bg And older and Wiler than * * forbid 
this 


power of the 


ws > 


4 
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COMMON: SENSE. 


| Ir act if vobr's to be law.“ But in thiß 
de 1 dealing: this ort of reply, tho I will never 
ecaſe to expoſe the abſurdity of it, and only anſwer; 
that England being the King's reſidence, and America 
not ſo, makes quite another caſe. The King's nega- 
tive here is ten times more dangerous and fatal than 
it can be in England, for tbere he will ſcarcely refuſe 
his aſſent to a bill for putting England into as ſtrong 
a ſtate of defence as poſſible, ant EV he would never 
3 ſuch a ball to be ad IM ot Hee 


Wy is any a ſecondary biegt in in Lakes ſtem, of - 
Britiſh politics, England jw the goo 
country, no tarther than it anſwers her own pr Arpoſe. 
Wherefore her own intereſt leads her to fi 7 hs 
growth of ours in every caſe. which doth not prome 
Jer advantage, or in the leaſt interferes with it. A 

retty ſtate we ſhould ſoon be in, under ſuch a ſecond- 
1 government, conſidering what has happened 
Men do not change from enemies to friends by che 
alteration of a name: And in order to ſhew that 
reconciliation ac is a dangerous doctrine, I affirms 
that it would be policy in the King, at this time, to repeat = 
the alls, for the fake of reinftating himſelf in the govern» 
ment of the provinces ;- in order that H MAY accows 
 PLISH' BY. CRAFT AND SUBTILTY, IN THE LONG RUN, 
| WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE” AND VIOLENCE'TN: | 
' THE'SHORT ONE. | Reconciliation ark ruin 2 are nearly 
SOREN Z 5 f 


- Sin as; even = ae bit — 


* 


erms N we 
cat expect to obtain, can amount to no more tian a 
temporary expedient, or a kind of government by 
aua Jianſhip,-w which; can laſt no langer than till the 
— 4 | | Colonies | h 
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„„ common. SENSE. 


Colonies « come of age, ſo che general face and ſtate of Y 
things i in the interim will be unſettled and unpromi- 


| ing: Emigrants of property will not chooſe to come 


© a country whoſe torm of government hangs by a 


thread, and which is every day tottering on the brink. 
of commotion and diſturbance : And numbers of the 
| Preſent inhabitants would lay hold of the interval . 

A IO! 7 


K of their — and quit the Continent. of 


Por the moſt opera of all arguments is, ; that 


god but independance, i. e. a Continental form of 


. are ben 11 by Britiſh 3 


| (thouſands more will probably ſuffer the ſame fate) 


Thoſe men have other feelings than us who have no- 


thing ſuffered. All they not poſſeſs 1 is liberty; what 


they hore en joyed i is ſacrificed to its ſervice ; and 


having nothing more to loſe, they diſdain ſubmiſſion. 


Beſides, the general temper of the Colonies towards a 
Britiſh government, will be like that of a'youth, who 


is nearly out of his time; they will care very little 
about her: And a government which cannot preſerve 
the peace, is no government at all; and in that caſe 
we pay our money for nothing: And pray what is 
it that Britain can do, whoſe power will be wholly on 


Paper, ſhould a civil tumult break out the very day. 


after reconciliation? I have heard ſome men Jay, 


oy of whom 1 believe 9 without | thinking, 
b that 


- government, can keep the peace of the Continent, | 
and preſerve it inviolate from eivil wars. I dread 
the event of a reconciliation with Britain #oto, as it is 
more than probable, that it will be followed - >, es 
revolt ſomewhere or other, the conſequences of which. 
_— be far more fatal than all the malice of Britain. 


3 gars 


common SENSE. 


E ch they dreaded an u incl dance, fearing 1 
would produce civil wars. It is but ſeldom wes our 
firſt thoughts are truly correct, and that is the caſe 
hers; for there are ten times more to dread from a 
8 eched up connection, than from ra 
1 make the ſufferers caſe my own ; 
that were I driven from houſe and mL my (proper 
deſtroyed, and my circumſtances ruined, that as a 
man ſenſible of injuries, 1 could never reliſh the doc- 
trine of reconciliation, | or * conſider Engl bound 
: Os: | | | 1 


| Tur e . manifeſted loch a cv 4 oo 
order and obedience to Continental government, as is 
_ ſufficient to make every reaſonable perſon eaſy and 
happy on that. head. No man can — the leaſt 
pretence for his fears, on any other grounds, . 
ſuch as are truly childiſh and ridiculous, viz. that one 
Colony will be An, for nen orer another. 


| Wort there are no diſtinftons, there can be no 
ſuperiority; perfect equality affords no temptation. 
The Republics of Europe are all (and vie. may. fay 
always) in peace. Holland and Swiſlerland, are with. 5 
out wars, foreign or domeſtic : Monarchical govern- 

ments, it is true, are never long at reſt: the Crown 
itſelf is a temptation to enterpriſing ruffians at home 3 
and that degree of pride and inſolence ever attendant 
on regal authority, ſwells into a rupture with foreign 
powers, in inſtances where a Republican government, 
by being formed on more eee N h mou 

* the miſtake. e e 
Is there is any true 58 for W. N inde- 
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ate > er buGneſs,'1 offer the following hints 


opinion of them myſelf, than that they may be the 


means of giving riſe to ſomething better Could the 
 Rraggling thor 

would frequently form materials for- wile, and. Reeg ; 
men to * into uſeful matter. ; 


ghts of individuals be col lected, they 


— 


2 . — e * wg 


WE =o; the. aſſemblies "a nad . a Se; 5 
only. The repreſentation more equal. Their buſi- 
aw e authority of | 


wholly: domeſtic, nts; x pw to the 
7 n Congreſs. . SENS © 


*- 


4 
2 be 


Lr each colony be Aivided into o fix, eight, 0 ore — 
e diſtriẽts, each diſtrict to ſend a 
1 
ſend at leaſt thirty.” The whole number in Congrefs 
will be at leaſt 290. Each Congreſs to ſit 


and to choofe a Preſident by the Tone wing Wet dd, 
When the Delep 


tes are met, let a Colony be taken 
from the whole thirteen Colonies by lot, after which 


Ert the whole Congreſs chooſe (by ballot): a Preſident 


cut of the Delegates of that Province. In the 


next Congreſs let a Colony be taken by lot from 
twelve only, omitting that Colony from which the 

* Beefident was taken in the former Congreſs, and fo 
proceeding on till the whole thirteen ſhall have had 
their proper rotation. And in order that nothing max 
paſs into a law but hat is ſatisfactorily juſt, 805 leſs | 


than three fifths of the Congreſs to be called a majo- 
rity, He that will promote diicord- under a go- 


vernment ſo equally formed as Sy would have joined 


tank in his revolt, | a Ts 


way out, — Wherefore, as an 2 - 
2 at the 
ame time modeſtly affirming; that, I nabe 0 other 


a of Delegates to Congreſs; ſo that each Colony | 


{ 


a+. 4 * 8 WS 
x TS . 4 I * 5 5 * 


con SENSE. Ec 


Hh as Fee is a p e 3 Sabi: a 
in what manner, this buſineſs muſt firſt ariſe, and 26 
it ſeems moſt agreeable and conſiſtent, that it ſhould: 
come from ſomè intermediate body between the go 
verned and the governors, that is, between the Con- 
greſs and the People, let a Cox TIN RENTAL Conxe= | 
RENCE be held in veal nee a tor che 


folowing ae 5 r 


— 


A Commeres of e . 01 G 
Two for each Colony. Two members from + 
_ Houſe of Aſſembly, -or:Provineial Convention , 
and five Repreſentatives of the People at large, to be 
choſen in the capital city or town of each Province, 
for, and in behalf of the whole Province, by as many 
qualified voters as ſnall think Proper to attend from 
all parts of the Province for that purpoſe; or if more 
convenient, the Repreſentatives may be choſen in two 
or three of the moſt populous parts there f. In this 
Cox FERENeE thus alenbled, Will be united the wo. 
grand principles of buſineſs, knowlege and power, 
„he members of Congreſs, Aſſemblire, or Conventi- 
ons, by having had experience in national concerns, 
vill be able and uſefal counſellors, and the Whole, by 
being "po oy” —. Pw 882% have a Sn; le- Es 
ah authorfty... | 
WOT RR, 1 
The eonferring +» Mend berg blk met, fee chest ville 
Ws be to . a Cox TIR ER TAL CHART, or 
Charter of the United Colonies; (anſwering to whe 2 
is called the Magna Charta of England) Hxing the : & 
: . and manner of chooſing Members of Congress, 3 
Members of Aſſembly, with their date of me tv 1 
ene the Hoe of valley and: Cn Re between > 
F them: 


* 

4 
2 

0 

Py 

* 

Io 

ö 


1 
7 . . 
2 
AS nc 
> 
* 6 
5 © 
F 1 
8 
3 
3 
by 5 Wo 
; Fs 
$8 
1 


Cs 
Is. 


yr 1 


15 = COMMON. SENSE, 


hdr (Always remembering, wha our en . 


happineſs is Continental, not Provincial.) Securing „„ 
treedom and property to all men, and above all things, 1 
the free exereiſe of religion, according to the dictates . 
of conſcience; with ſuch other matters as are neceflary =. 


for a Charter to contain. Immediately after which, 1 
the ſaid conference to diſſolve, and the bodies hien 8 . 
hall be choſen conformable to the ſaid Charter, to be 
the Legiſlators and Governors of this Continent, for 
the time being: Whoſe een, ac 2 * 
e a AMEN. : 


w_ 


7 4 
Snovrp any | body ai ths wei FORO 1 
for this, or ſome ſimilar purpoſe, I offer them the LY 
following extracts from that wie obſerver on govern-—ꝛ 2 
ments, DRAGON ET TI. The ſcience,” ſays he, of. ö 
<- the Politician. conſiſts in fixing the true point of * | 
< happineſs and ae en Thoſe men would deſerve | 
< che gratitude of ages, who ſhould diſcover a mode 
ol government that contained the greateſt ſum of 
5 individual happipels, With che Jealt- national ex- « * 
85 Dasconrri on Vintue and Neuer. * oh | 


5.1 


7 — fas Ys: is dels King of en ee 3 180 
PIL tell you, F riend, he reigns above; and doth not 
make havock of mankind like the Royal Brute of 
Great-Britain. Yet that we may not appear to be 
defective even in earthly honors, tt a day be ſet apaft 
for proclaiming the Charter; let it be brought fortn 
placed on the Divine Law, the Word of God ; let a 
Crown: be placed thereon; by which the world: may IS. 
know, that ſo far as we approve of monarchy, that 1 0 
America 1 ee For as in abſolute go. 5 


54S 
— 


98 0 MMC o 4 * N 8 . . 5 


” 


1 vertiments ns the K ng is. Iams 7 in 1 Da the 
Law ought \ to be King ; and. there ought to be no 
other. But leſt any ill uſe ſhould afterwards ariſe, 
let the Crown, at the concluſion ot the Senn be 

| Uemoliſhed, and Art: Rong; hs Pes le 

| right, I 5 6465 


wy GOVERNMENT a our e own. is our. RE Has 5 


: | and when a man leriouſly reflects on the precariouſ- 
neſs of human affairs, he will become convinced, that 


it is infinitely witer and ſater, to form a conſtitution | 


3 % of our own, in a cool deliberate manner, while we 
_ have 1 it in our power, than to truſt ſuch an intereſting 
event to time and chance. If we omit it now, forge 
Maſſanello“ may hereafter ariſe, who laying hold of 


Popular diſquietudes, may collect together the deſpe- 
rate and diſcontented, and by aſſuming to themlelves 


the powers of government, may ſweep away the liber- 
ties of the Continent: like a deluge. Should the g0- 
vernment of America return again into the hands of 


Britain, the tottering ficuation of things will be 2 


temptation for ſome deſperate adventurer to try his 
fortune; and in ſuch a caſe, what relief can Britain 


give ! ? Pre ſhe could hear the: news, the fatal buſineſs 


might be dene, and ourſelves ſuffering, like the 
wfrétched Britons, under the oppreſſion of the Con- 
queror. Ye that oppoſe independance now, ye know), 


not What ye do: ye are opening a door to eternal ty. 


FAnDYs, by, keeping vacant che ſeat * Se e 
ER | There 


ay . „Thomas PA 8 Mar 1 AT a ene * 


Naples, who, after ſpiritivg up bis couutrymen iu the public - 
market place, agaiaſt the oppreſſion of he Spaniards, io whow 
che place was then ſubject, them to Wake agd ig 
Fs Tpace « of a OTE became King. | 
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8 are . 57] rens af” ns who. ON 
| Would think it glorious to expel from the Continent, |} only tl 
4 that barbarous and helliſh power, which have Rirred | ſpot of 
Ap the Indians and the Negroes to deſtroy us; the | Freedc 
—_ "cruelty hath a double guilt, it is ain brutally. mY and A 
us, and treacheroufly by them. 12 I ber as 
Iljcoo talk of friendſhip with ade in bet ok: a. 80 dep 
= fon forbids us to have faich, and our affections wound- - —y in Lim 
Eel this chouſand pores inſtruct us to deteſt, is | 
> madneſs and folly, Every day wears out the lttle | 3 
remains of kindred between us and them, and can Or 7. 


there be any reaſon to hope, that as the relationſhip 
- Expires, the affection will encreaſe, or that we hall 

Agree better, when we have ten times more and 8 
50 E6ncerns to quarrel] over than eyer ? 5 
Te that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can = 
=. -ye reſtore*to' us the time that is paſt? Can ye give 
RS... proſtitution its former innocence? Neither can 

a ye reconcile Britain and America, The laſt cord is 
now broken; the people of England are preſenting 
addreſſes againſt us. There are injuries which nature 


* 


. cannot forgive; ſhe would ceaſe to be nature if the did. their 
As well can the lover forgive the raviſher of his miſ- miſt⸗ 
1 tteſs, as the Continent for give the murders of Britain, vor i 
j The Almighty hath implanted in us theſe unextin- | not; 
iſhable- 5 for good and wile purpoſes, . "They hath 

Are the Guardians of his image in our hearts. - +. 3 _ umiO 
dittinguifh us from the herd of common animals. The | *! 
bocial compact world diffolve, and juſtice be . „ 
tteech the carchi, or Have only Aa calual' exiſtence were we | to r 
Callous to the guches of affection. The robber and ; att 

the murderer would: often eſcape unpuin: iſhed, did*not | und 

the injuries which or cr ah lockain, provoke u us s into . 
ace )%%%ͤ; J 


* 


co > MM 0. Fj SK NSE. 


8 ye ou love mankind ! Ye that dare 3 not. 
only the tyranny, bur the ty rant, ſtand forth [—Every 
ſpot of the old world is overggun with ' opprefſion.— 
Freedom hath been hunted round. the globe. Ada 
and Africa have long expelled her. —Europe regards | 
her as a ſtranger, and England hath given her warning 
to depart.- — 0 ! receive the 5580 Ang e : 
; in time an aſylum. for mankind, „„ 5 
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LE THE PRESENT Air or AM RICA, pe 
Song MISCELLANEOUS. REFLECTIONS. | „ 


I Have never met with ; 2 map, FOR og in Praha or 
America, who hath not confeſſed his opinion, that 
4 ſeparation between the countries would take place, 1 
one time or other: And there is no inſtance i in which _ 
we have ſhewn leſs judgment, than in endeavoring . 
deſcribe what we call the ines or Haie M; * | 
Continent for Independance, 8 
As all men allow the meaſure, an vary PR in 
their opinion of the time, let us in order. to- remove 
miſtakes, take a general ſurvey of things, and endea- 

yor if poſlible, to find out the very time. But I need 
not go far, the. enquiry ceaſes at once, for, the time © 
hath found uu. The general Senf pep, the Gori 
union of all things prove the fact. . 

IIS not in numbers, but in unity, that our. great 
ſtrength lies : yet our. preſent numbers are. {ufficient 

to repel the force of the world. The Continent hath | 

at this time the largeſt diſciplined army of any power 

under Heaven: and is juſt arrived at that pitch of 
ſtrength, in which no ſingle Colony 1 is able to ſupport -.. JF 
nil, and the whole united, is able to do. any Gore 3 


COMMon 8E NS 25 


"a land force i is more ethan Fe 5 as 8 
"affairs, we canngt be _inſenſible that Britain would 
never ſuffer an Amefcan Man of War to be built, 
while the Continent remained i in her hands. Wpbere⸗ 
fore, we ſhould be no for warder an hundred years 
| hence, i in that branch, than we are now; but the truth 
, we ſhould be Nel fo, becauſe. the timber. of the 
. , Country i 1s every day diminiſhing. © 

| WERE the Continent crowded with 1075 itants, „ her 


ſufferings under the preſent circumſtances would he 
"intolerable. The more ſea- port towns we had, the 


more ſhould we have both to defend and. to loſe. 
Our preſent numbers are ſo happily proportioned .e 


our want, that no man need be idle. The diminution 


of trade affords: an army, and the neceſſities of an 
i *army creates a new trade. 


DtxBrs we have none : and whatever. we may con- b 


tract on this account will ſerve as a glorious memento 


of our virtue. Can we but leave poſterity, with a 
ſettled form of government, an independant conſtitu- 


tion of 1 it's own, the purchaſe, at any price, will be 


cheap. But to expend millions tor the ſake of getting 
a few vile acts repealed, and routing the preſent mini- 


ſtry only, is unworthy the charge, and is ufing poſte- 
' Tity with the utmoſt cruelty ; becauſe it is leaving them 
the great work to do, and a debt upon their backs 


from which they derive no advantage. Such a tho't 


is unworthy a man of honor, and is the true charac- 
teriftic of a narrow heart and a peddling politician. 


Tu debt we may contarct doth not deſerve our | 


regard, if the work be but accompli ſhed. No nation 
ought to be without a debt. A national debt is a 
national bond: and when it bears no intereſt, is in 
us Cale a grievance. | Britain f is oppreſſed with a dedt 
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| COMMON, SENSE. 


* 


5r which ſhe pays upwards of four millions intere 

Ind as A: compenſation for her debt, ſhe has a large 
avy ; America 1s without a debt, and without 9 8 
avy 5; but for the twentieth part of the Engliſh natt- - 
nal debt, could have a navy as large again, The 
avy of England is not worth at this time more e than 
üree millions and. an half ſterling. | TY 


@. * . 1 
* 30 * > 5. * 4 
* 


No country on the globe is ſo N 10 ar. 
> internally | capable of railing a fleet as Americas . 


"ar, timber, iron, and cordage, are her natural pro- 


uce, We 1 Sell go abroad for nothing. Whereas 


1c Dutch, who make large profits by hiring out cheir | 
ups of war to the Spaniards and Portugueſe, are. 


k N of one ETOP and thre; 1 geri „ 


4 


bliged to import molt of the materials they "uſe. We 
ught to view the building a fleet as an article of 


ommerce, it being the natural manufactory of. this $5 
ountry. *Tis the beſt money we can lay out. A 
avy when finiſhed i is worth more than it coſt: And * 


* 


A 


that nice point in national policy, in Which com- 7 
1erce and protection are united, Let us build x if 


e want them not, we can ſell; and by that means 
N our Paper FEE, with ready gol and * 


Ts poigt of 1 manning : a Beer EO 
ito great errors; it is not neceffary that one fourth 
aft ſhould be ſailors. The Terrible privateer, Capt. 


Yeath, ſtood the hotteſt engagement of any ſhip laſt 


cople in general run 


— 


ar, yet had not twenty ſailors on board, though her X 
omplement was upwards of two hundred. 'F few . 


ble and focial failors will ſoon. inſtruct a ſuffictent 


umber of active landmen in the common work of a. . 


2 Wherefore v We never can be more capable Ng 
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bigin'6 on maritime Weg tha now, while our 7 =—"wY 
* ſtanding, our. falheries blocked up, and our ſailors 
oo agd ſhipyirights out of employ, Meh of war of, 70 
aid 80 guns were built forty years ago in New-Eng- 
land, and why not now * P's Ship-building is America's 
greateſt pride, and in which ſhe will in time excel the 
- whole world, The great empires of the eaft are moſtly 
inland, and conſequently excluded from the poſſibility 


- of "rivaling her. Africa is in a ſtate of barbariſm-; 


and no power in Europe, hath either ſuch an extent 
of coaſt, or ſuch an internal ſupply of materials, 
Where nature hath given the one, ſhe has with-held 
the other; to America only hath ſhe been liberal of 
both. Ti he vaſt: empire of Ruſſia is atmoſt ſhut out 
from the fea ; wherefore, her boundleſs forreſts, her 
; tat, iron, and cordage, are oel Fuge of e e, a 


Tx point of ſafety, ought, we. to | be ho: a get! 2 
We are not the little People now, which we were 
ſixty years ago At that time we might have rrafted . 
our Sober i in the ſtreets, or fields rather; and ſlept 
fecurely” without locks or bolts to our doors and 

windows. The caſe 1 now is altered, and our methods 
of defence ought to improve with our iacreafe of 
prop Ty. A common. pirate, twelve. months. ago, 
might have come up the Delaware, and. Hid the 
ei 'of Philadelphia under inſtant contribution er, 
what fam he pleaſed ; and the fame might have 
bappened to other Places. Na ay, any daring fel- 
low, im a brig of 14 or 16 guns, might. have 
robbe the . continent, and carried off half 
a millior off money.. Th. cle are. circumftances 
which demand our attention, and 2 . the 
ONT: of a naval ProreSioti. 8 


Sous 


tal oy. that the. pc 6 power . hath endeavoured: to I | ; 


ſubdue. us, is "of al others, che moſt improper. to de · 

fend us. e 

tence of 1 friendſhip; and ourſelves; aft er a long and 

brave reſiſtance, be at leaſt heated into ſlavery. And 
er ſhips. are not to hen 

I would afk, how is ſhe 6 


dden eme n 4 0 


of 8 vice 
ſtation at one time. The Eaſt, and Welk Inde, e 


diterrancan, Africa, and other parts over which, Uri. 
Navy From a mixture of prej — — 


7 mand 8 


tain extends her claim, make large 


on, we have contracted a falſe notion reſpecting the 
Nev of England, and have talked as if 'we ſhould 


Lacs which torhoing: itidaadyCpratiinbiins Kid 


been made ee to di 
courage our beginning Nothing can be: 
farcher from trutti than -this; for if Ametica had only 

a rventiothe part of the _ force of 1 the 


thereon: - 


may: be effected under ches res: 


mittee into our Hatbours;: 
protec̃t us? A Navy three 
15 four thouſand miles off can In.of; little w_ and" on 


« pompoul 
e —— on any! ons! | 


hole of e encounter at once, and far! 


ws 


4 8 1 


$2] we neither have, nor claim al Trey gn don 
dur whole foree would be empl 


ane the advant 


Hemp flouriſhes even to rankneſs, 1 char he” 
not want cordage Our iron is . ſuperior 
other countries. Our m. 


euven SENGE | 


Sola be by far ail over match. for her ; becauſe at 


minion | 


m loyed on our own. 
Coaſt; Where we ſhould, in the long run; have two to 


age of th 
thouſand miles to ſail over, before 1 


ey could attack 


us, and che Ade diltanceto ey in order to refit 
1 Acheck ober daf trade te Eeroß 
one over her trade er Weſt ! 
208: in the neig 5 Fort 
2 e method Im 


* BY, 
„We have as large a 
ndies, which, by la) 55 
Cotinent nes en- 
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— de Lalen on 46 keep up a Ba- 


val force in time of peace, if we ſnould not judge it 

neceſſary to ſupport a conſtant Navy. If f YTremiums' 
were to be given to Merchants to build an 0 

in their ſervice 

30 guns (the premiums to be in proportioff to the 


Inka of bulk to the merchant)” fifty or ſixty of thoſe 
_ ſhips; with a few: 


employ 
Ships mounted with 20, 30, 40 or 


guard ſhips on conſtant duty would 
keep up à ſufficient Navy, and that without burden 


ing ourſelves with the evil ſo loudly complained of in 


| England, of ſuffering their fleets'in time of peace to lie 
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| "thing b ut. ruin. Tf the, is once admitted to the — 
-yernment of Ameri ca again, this Continent will not he 
; ; worth living! in. Jealo guſies will he always -ariling ; | 
inſurrections 51 be conſtantly. happening: a and who _ 
will go forth to quell them? who Will venture His life - 
to reduce his own countrymen to a foreign obediefice? 
the difference between Pennſylvania and Connecticut, 
reſpecting ſome unlocated lands, ſnews the inſignifi- 
cance of a Britiſh government, and fully along that 
nothing but Continental author FAN GINNY Con- 
ö kinental matters. W 
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more land there is yet unoceupicd, which inſtead of 
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charge of the preſent debt, but to the conſtant ſup- 
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ſuch an adyantage as this. TOY WT 
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vere we more ſo, me RL be leſs united. Tis a 
matter wel of obſervation, that the more a coun- 
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veſſed; but our concord hath withſtood our troubles, 
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time of forming itſelf into a goyernment. 
tions have let flip the opportunity, and by thar means 
Have been compels to receive” laws from their con- 
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